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A Real Bout

Nancy E. Brown
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“Tomato Can:”
The slang term used to describe an inferior
boxer that an up and coming fighter takes on
to burnish his reputation & record.
Also, a boxer who ‘takes a dive’ or
loses a fight on purpose.
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Tomato Can Blues

No bets on the plodding bruiser
who is not Ali’s Wepner,

The Bayonne Bleeder from Jersey.
Not Tyson’s Douglas in Tokyo.

He's a bad boxer picked to make

this champ look good,

a real tomato can kind of guy—

until his southpaw found the champ’s jaw
and the wrong ‘can’ hit the mat.



